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I irfually 1mposublel for jour- -

E nahsts.t'o write: about the Zulus——cur-

xently embroiled in the Soweto upcis-

‘ings in South’ Afnca-thhout addm 4
_':thn ‘eliche “warrxor like™. . %

‘And -it is’ equally (\lffl(.u- to re-
search Zulu. history without nmmn"

“ifto' ¥ *bookcalled“The “Washing of
" the Spears" by Donald R. Morns This
readable

670:page -~ masterpiece . of .
scholarshxp remains; after - 12. years;

. thedeﬂmtxve account of the Zulu-na- -,

tioi;.- documenting * “ the .-

Drift"and other places. .

- An amazing book, and not the least»

- .amazing thmv about it is that it -was
,'"wntten by an-American,.a CIA coun.
.- terespionage ‘agent with no partxcul‘u
].tra.mnu m lnstory' 2

Morris -read . about the: ]evendaxy
trlbe as: “boy," but it was‘{yems ‘ater
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legendary -
clashes ‘at - Isandhlwana and Rorke s_ :

that as a hobby, he began reseémhihg'

’ a magazme article on the subject,

In 1935, taking time out from his’ re«
sear ches, Morris ran into Ernest Hems..

ingway, a friend of friends, in Havana.:

‘Hemm'fway said ‘why dldnt I tell .
~thé whole story of the /ulus ‘It had.
+ hever been done.”, L
"+ So, he started a: chromcle of.the'na-:.
_tx'm a"d the book soon hecame an ob-
.. sessiori,; dominating - his rights:“and.:
weekends for'eight years, forcm" “him::
to.track down and Jbuy almost all his -
‘. source books, leanf' "him "~ drained .
each day from the ngms ofa full tlme :
.. job and four children.’ - -

“P'd read and take notes till 3 in the
morning,” said Morris, for many years.

a resident of "Alexandria but now a..

columnist. for: the Houston Post. ©I
-told my wife that if there was a, fire
~she.should. save the ‘manuscript;
.and the children_ second.”: .

e For the “first five years he_ was sta-

ﬁoned in' Berlin, where he could find
only spcondarv sources. who'-fed on .

"‘each other. Later he took a léave, flew
*'to Durban; South Africa, for @ month

of steady work at™ the Campbell

¥ berary, He— got'in a- second ‘month

“on his return from an assrdnment}n
Austtaha‘ s L

" Though* tHe" hxstory of’ the' black
Spartans" ‘0f the Zulu nation’ 1§ fairly-

coheswe——fmm its rise in 1815 under -

;. the great ‘visionary. ]eader Shaka td its
“fall in 1879 through a war fomented
by the extraordinary Britiskh' adven-
Pturer-eivil . servant Sir- Henry - Bartle
-Frere-« fow of those Who toak paxl‘. in
'1t wrote much:. | ' )
é There are no wutten Zulu annals,A
:md most early European notes on the
subject ave-inaccurate and grossly .bi-
: ased. Memoirs of the soldiers who sur-.
‘vived the battles range from useful to
‘unfortunate:; Even for a skilled’ histo-

‘uan, the obstacles wereé overwhelm-

< ing. B e TR - .
Z, \Ioms onvmal plan for the maga-
zine'article was to focus on the incred-

" ‘{ible stand at Rorke’s Drift by 140 Brit-:
>tish soldiers, 30 of whom were incapaci- -

‘tated against 4,000 Zulus armed with
yspears and soms: .rifles, throughout an
.entu-e afternoen iand night -in 1879,
I Surrounded in a.'tiny corval. behind
feedbags, the men fought with guns,
'ba_\,onets clubs and baxe hands, e

t: first

" spear) and the Gatling
- orful yet commnndnbly fair account of

“+ chief, Gatsha Buthelezi,
...called the blacks’-

treating room by rdom into the little™|

" field hospital even after it was set

afire. The yelling, Ieaping eharges of
the Zulus stopped only at dawn when,

* Qecimated and starvlng, they aban-

" doned the attack.

The epic struggle - (11 Victoria
Crosses were Iater awarded; it was far.

" and away a record for a single action)

was made later on the same day that
the Zulu nation stormed their British
enemies and killed 895 out of 950 Brit-
_ish'soldiers and some 530 Kaffir allies
"at Isandhlwana. This was the other
side of the coin, an orgy of mental rig-
idity and incompetence. The two ag-"

¢ tions oddly resemble another pair of

- Britisty - military =~ actions that" took

. place’ mere hours apart:-the gritted- .-

. teeth stand of the Thin Red Line at

. -Balaclava and the deot char[..e of the 1
' Lxght Brigade.” - :: p

As Morris' research "1 ew into thel

Lhromcle of the nation, he found that
. in order to understand .the rise of
" Shaka he would have to include a his-

tory of Natal and 191,!: cautu_w South-
ern Africa. -
Motris said. his edltor Was nervous
“but game as the outline expanded. “J:
certainly-had. no idea, for example,”
he wrote in a .’ foreword, “that the

- story of the /ulu nation would take
+me as deeply-into the history of the
- schism i the'Anglican community .

Along the way he turned up some’

* add bits: the- deafnesm of . Lt. Gonville-.

. Bromhead, one ol the . leaders :\t

torke’s: ant‘ a fact that went far to
_explain the man’s remoteness -and con‘
scquant ‘unpopularity with: his men,’
. and details ‘about Prince: Louis Napo«
-_leon, the son of N'lpoleorr 11T who 'was
kllled in" -a‘t patrol - action " partly
+ through hxs own mmantlc enthusiasm.”
i “The only reslly new thing. there

" was the name of his horse and how he

- gotit,” added 1he wlxﬂhtly compulqwe
researcher, iU B A
- The Times " therary Supp]emenL

. said, “Not only is this the book to end

all books on-the tragic confrontation -
-petween . the = assegai (a . “hardwood-
gurr. 1t is a col-"

... Imperial policy in Natal on the |
eve of the Boer wars ... unprejudiced

“analysis ... an indictment of mud--{
. .dlers, cowards. and self-seekers and a |

*. passionate apologia for all that was.
" brave and honest on both sides of a

pathetncally xll matc_hed set of ane~
mies,” -« ;

. Taday the Zulus are the Iarﬂest eth-
nic group in South- Africa, and their-
has -~ been-
_most prominent’
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